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Ireland or Republic of Ireland is an independent state. It has been part of the United Kingdom from 1801 until 1922 when the “Irish Free State” has been officially recognised.
The population of Ireland is 4,470 million. The official languages are English and Irish. The capital of the island is Dublin. The Irish flag is green, white and orange. Ireland is famous all over the world for its beer “Guinness” and  for its typical folk music, but also for its unsettled weather. The national sport is rugby. Moreover many famous writers are Irish: the most known are James Joyce, Oscar Wilde and Samuel Beckett. But Ireland is famous above all for its landscape and its typical characteristic towns. In fact it is said that once you visit Ireland, you can’t forget it. 
The symbols of Ireland are the Shamrock (1), the Celtic cross (2), the Claddagh’s ring (3) and the harp (4).
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The capital, Dublin, with its narrow roads, its pubs - the most known is Temple Bar that gives also the name to the street - and the Trinity College, is visited by thousands of tourists every month. On the 17th of March it is celebrated St. Patrick, the patron-saint of Ireland. This is a huge feast all over Ireland and there is also a way of saying about it: “Everyone is Irish on the 17th of March!”. In this day you can feel more than ever the Irish spirit and atmosphere. Far from the cities there are also monastic sites and castles that are maintained as national monuments.
But the beauty of Ireland stays mainly in its wildest aspects. The countryside: here you can feel the quiet and admire the nature surrounding you. You can see a wide range of animals staying free in the meadows, such as lambs, sheep, horses, red deer, hares and squirrels and don’t feel shocked if you see a flock of sheep crossing your way, this is Ireland! 
Rocky landscape: within the green there is also the rocky aspect of Irish landscape. In fact by visiting the farthest places from the cities you will find many rocks and flagstones. The stone walls are typical in its scenery. There are also historic sites which are rare to find nowadays, such as Dolmen or old stone circles. Moreover there are some interesting natural rocky sites that have been Inscribed on the World Heritage List (UNESCO), such as the Giant’s Causeway or the Burren. 
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The seashore and the cliffs: the green hills, that in spring become colourful, end in the blue sea. This is one of the most amazing things of Ireland. Many towns have beautiful and picturesque seashore sceneries, such as Galway, with its coloured houses on the sea. The Cliffs are one of the best attractions. The most famous are the Cliffs of Moher, 120 meters high above the Atlantic Ocean.                                   

IRELAND. QUESTIONS

1. How long was Ireland part of the U.K?

2. What are the official languages of Ireland?

3. Do you know where Irish comes from?

4. What’s Ireland famous for?

5. What’s a Claddagh’s Ring? Do you know what it may indicate?

6. Mention three other symbols of Ireland.

7. What’s the capital city of the country?

8. Who is the Patron Saint and when is it celebrated?

9. Choose three words to describe the Irish landscape and explain why.
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