
Name ________________________ Block______ 

Genres in Literature 
Knowing the different genres of literature can help you find books you enjoy.    

Directions: Match each genre with the appropriate definition.   
 

historical fiction  science fiction           fantasy  realistic fiction  nonfiction                biographies 
 

1. ___________________________  Unlikely events that are based on facts; usually set in the future 

2. ___________________________  books about real events or topics; not fake  

3. ___________________________  True stories about people’s lives 

4. ___________________________  Stories that are set in the past and based on real events  

5. ___________________________  Include unrealistic, imaginary events; usually involve supernatural or magical themes 

6. ___________________________  Untrue events that could actually happen; usually set in the present 

Directions:  Identify the genre of each book blurb below and write it on the line.  Highlight at least one clue from the description that 

you used to form your conclusion.  

1. _____________________ Lively and information-packed, this book is busting its covers with fascinating, fun-tastic facts on 

super, sensational topics that kids love. Who knew that there were so many sweet things to learn about chocolate? A visual feast of 

colorful photographs surrounded by swirling, tipping, expanding, and climbing bits of information in a high-energy design, this 

book will satisfy both the casual browser and the truly fact obsessed. 

 

2. _____________________ In 1776, the rebellion of the American colonies against British rule was crushed.  Now, in 1777-the 

year of the hangman-George Washington is awaiting execution, Benjamin Franklin's banned rebel newspaper, Liberty Tree, has 

gone underground, and young ne'er-do-well Creighton Brown, a fifteen-year-old Brit, has just arrived in the colonies.  Having been 

shipped off against his will, with nothing but a distance for English authorities, Creighton befriends Franklin, and lands a job with his 

print shop.  But the English general expects the spoiled yet loyal Creighton to spy on Franklin.  As battles unfold and falsehoods 

are exposed, Creighton must decide where his loyalties lie...a choice that could determine the fate of a nation. 

 

3. _____________________ Matteo Alacrán was not born; he was harvested. His DNA came from El Patrón, lord of a country 

called Opium--a strip of poppy fields lying between the United States and what was once called Mexico. Matt's first cell split and 

divided inside a petri dish. Then he was placed in the womb of a cow, where he continued the miraculous journey from embryo to 

fetus to baby. He is a boy now, but most consider him a monster--except for El Patrón. El Patrón loves Matt as he loves himself, 

because Matt is himself.  As Matt struggles to understand his existence, he is threatened by a sinister cast of characters, including El 

Patrón's power-hungry family, and he is surrounded by a dangerous army of bodyguards. Escape is the only chance Matt has to 

survive. But escape from the Alacrán Estate is no guarantee of freedom, because Matt is marked by his difference in ways he 

doesn't even suspect. 

4. _____________________ The incredible story of the 21st century's biggest star, from his schooldays in Canada to his 

worldwide stardom. Adored by millions, Justin Bieber's every word - sung or spoken - is followed closely on TV, Twitter, the internet 

and by his fans on his sell-out tours. Find out what makes Justin Bieber tick.  This book has everything you ever wanted to know 

about Justin. 

5. _____________________ No one ever really paid close attention to the faces of the missing children on the milk cartons. But 

as Janie Johnson glanced at the face of the ordinary little girl with her hair in tight pigtails, wearing a dress with a narrow white 

collar—a three-year-old who had been kidnapped twelve years before from a shopping mall in New Jersey—she felt overcome 

http://www.amazon.com/Lauren-Conrad-Style/dp/006198969X/ref=la_B001TQ4Q86_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1346091335&sr=1-1


with shock. She recognized that little girl—it was she. How could it possibly be true? 

Janie can't believe that her loving parents kidnapped her, but as she begins to piece things together, nothing makes sense. 

Something is terribly wrong. Are Mr. and Mrs. Johnson really her parents? And if not, who is Janie Johnson, and what really 

happened? 

 

6. _____________________ Fifteen-year-old Eragon believes that he is merely a poor farm boy—until his destiny as a Dragon 

Rider is revealed. Gifted with only an ancient sword, a loyal dragon, and sage advice from an old storyteller, Eragon is soon 

swept into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory, and power. Now his choices could save—or destroy—the Empire. 

 

7. _____________________ Tomi was born in Hawaii. His grandfather and parents were born in Japan, and came to America 

to escape poverty.  World War II seems far away from Tomi and his friends, who are too busy playing ball on their eighth-grade 

team, the Rats. But then Pearl Harbor is attacked by the Japanese, and the United States declares war on Japan. Japanese men 

are rounded up, and Tomi’s father and grandfather are arrested. It’s a terrifying time to be Japanese in America. But one thing 

doesn’t change: the loyalty of Tomi’s buddies, the Rats. 

 

8. _____________________ In the ruins of a place once known as North America lies the nation of Panem, a shining Capitol 

surrounded by twelve outlying districts. Long ago the districts waged war on the Capitol and were defeated. As part of the 

surrender terms, each district agreed to send one boy and one girl to appear in an annual televised event,a fight to the death on 

live TV. Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen, who lives alone with her mother and younger sister, regards it as a death sentence 

when she is forced to represent her district in the Games. The terrain, rules, and level of audience participation may change but 

one thing is constant: kill or be killed. 

 

9. _____________________ Seventeen-year-old Greg "Slam" Harris can do it all on the basketball court. He's seen ballplayers 

come and go, and he knows he could be one of the lucky ones. Maybe he'll make it to the top. Or maybe he'll stumble along the 

way. Slam's grades aren't that hot. And when his teachers jam his troubles in his face, he blows up. Slam never doubted himself on 

the court until he found himself going one-on-one with his own future, and he didn't have the ball. 

 

10. _____________________ In this bestselling style guide, Lauren Conrad offers tips on how to create your own unique look, 

shares her favorite sources of inspiration, and identifies the absolute must-haves for any fashionista's wardrobe. From beauty 

advice and hair secrets to how to shop vintage or find the perfect T-shirt, Lauren Conrad Style unlocks the mysteries of being 

effortlessly chic. With Lauren's guidance, you'll look and feel stylish every day.  

11. _____________________ Thirteen-year-old Vladimir Tod really hates junior high. Bullies harass him, the principal is dogging 

him, and the girl he likes prefers his best friend. Oh, and Vlad has a secret: His mother was human, but his father was a vampire. 

With no idea of the extent of his powers, Vlad struggles daily with his blood cravings and his enlarged fangs. When a substitute 

teacher begins to question him a little too closely, Vlad worries that his cover is about to be blown. But then he faces a much bigger 

problem: He’s being hunted by a vampire killer. 

 

12. _____________________ Based on more than forty interviews with Jobs conducted over two years—as well as interviews 

with more than a hundred family members, friends, adversaries, competitors, and colleagues—Walter Isaacson has written a 

riveting story of the roller-coaster life and intense personality of this creative entrepreneur .  His passion for perfection and 

ferocious drive revolutionized six industries: personal computers, animated movies, music, phones, tablet computing, and digital 

publishing.  Jobs stands as the ultimate icon of inventiveness and applied imagination. He knew that the best way to create value in 

the twenty-first century was to connect creativity with technology.  
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